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make any attempt worth speaking of to show
.any grounds for the faith that he requires to be
in us. On the contrary, he rarely makes any
direct allusion to it, except to suggest darkly
that it may have 110 grounds at all. ' Apart
from pessimism,7 he says in one place, ' there is
nothing to prevent us from worshipping.7 But
he seems to wince at the very sound of the word
pessimism, and he sharply drops the question.
Such is his conduct generally whenever he is
face to face with it. Often, however, it is
.glanced at obliquely by him, and then he deals
with it somewhat more in detail, but with what
result? Always to hint, not that the progress
of the human race and its religion is certain,
but that it is beset by dangers and uncertainties.
Whilst he is enlarging on the delights of what
he calls 'the higher life,7 he admits the difficulty
of recommending these delights to the multi-
tude, and he admits that the lower life may bring
most complete content with it; and whilst he
enlarges on the mission of our existing Western
civilisation, he hints broadly that in the course
of a few generations the whole of that civilisation
may be destroyed by a social revolution. No-
where does he offer us any tangible foundation